vidual perspectives. It may, indeed, reflect the fact that the worldwide renaissance of general practice or family medicine has been led by the English-speaking world, with the United Kingdom in the forefront.
Few established general practitioners could fail to find new and interesting ideas in this volume, whilst trainees would obtain an excellent overview of current thinking in practice management and organization. Indeed, anyone with a personal or professional interest in the development of primary care would be well advised to buy or borrow a copy.
ERIC GAMBRILL
Associate Adviser in General Practice British Postgraduate Medical Federation, London African AIDS: a bibliography pp 20 £5 London: Bureau of Hygiene and Tropical Diseases 1985 This booklet contains just over 50 abstracts of papers on various aspects ofthe acquired immune deficiency syndrome in Africa that have been published since mid-1983. Some abstracts predate the generally accepted view now that the causative agent of AIDS is human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).
The abstracts cover the serological work which distinguishes AIDS-related Kaposi's sarcoma from the endemic African type, the low male to female ratio (1.1:1) among African AIDS cases, the importance of heterosexual transmission and the widely held view that HIV or a similar virus originated in Africa. However, some of the seroepidemiology may have to be repeated in view of the problems with falsepositive anti-HIV results on African sera. The case reports offer a sketchy impression of the difference in clinical spectrum between African AIDS and that seen elsewhere. Several papers in the section on retroviruses deal with HTLV-I which now seems less relevant as HIV appears more closely related to lentiviruses.
Overall, the booklet is of interest in tracing the unfolding of knowledge about African AIDS and will be of benefit to those possessing a reasonable grounding in the subject. Newcomers to the field might be confused by the conflicting views expressed in some of the abstracts. Since publication of this booklet, much has been learnt but it is clear that a great deal more work is required before the mysteries of African AIDS are unravelled.
C A CARNE

Lecturer in Genitourinary Medicine Middlesex Hospital Medical School, London
Computer Techniques in Clinical Medicine P W Macfarlane pp 252 £36 hbk ISBN 0-407-00250-2 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1985 I enjoyed reading this book, although I remain unsure for whom it was written. The title would suggest that the contents are devoted to the use of computers in clinical care. This is not the case, for large sections deal with the role of computers in hospital administration.
The opening chapter provides an excellent introduction to computers and computing and thoroughly explains many of the current 'buzz' words, as well as taking a fascinating look at the history and background of computers. It is perhaps a reflection of the degree to which we lag behind out colleagues in North America, that the chapter on hospital information systems describes the computerization of a hospital in Pennsylvania. Could we hope that those responsible for installing patient administration systems in the UK might learn something from this chapter?
The remainder of the book deals with a wide range of applications of computers, mainly dedicated mini or micro machines in various areas of medicine. A frequent fault in these chapters is that the authors have been allowed to stray too far from computing into their own specialty. This is particularly the case in the three chapters which cover the use of computers in the radiological specialties. I am disappointed that so little of the book is given over to the use of computers in primary care and that this is restricted to general practitioner systems and a small section on computerized diagnosis. This is one area worthy of expansion.
I return to my opening remark. I foresee few of my clinical colleagues being prepared to part with £36 for this book although it would clearly be an asset in a teaching hospital library or in a department of computing. B W ELLIS This book comes under the category of 'necessary reading' for those involved in the field of forensic psychiatry. It is the third and last volume in the series Current Research in Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology. It is divided into two sections. Part 1 is headed 'Characteristics of Aggressive Offenders' and Part 2 deals with 'The Management of Dangerous Patients'. Apart from the introduction by the editors, the nine chapters are the work of fifteen authors. This means that the content and style of the book as a whole has a variegated quality. But this is not a drawback. Indeed, it adds to its interest. In their brief preface, the editors use the word 'substantial' twice -a word not misplaced as far as the scope of the contents is concerned.
As a psychotherapist, I was particularly glad to read Gallwey's thought-provoking chapter on 'The Psychodynamics of Borderline Personality'. It is good that a therapist of his experience attempted such an intricate task. The chapter by Mullen and Maack on 'Jealousy, Pathological Jealousy, and Aggression' is memorable for two reasons. Firstly, its English is excellent and it positively invites reading. Secondly, Lara Maack's cartoons offaces exhibiting rivalry, envy and jealousy add a vivid visual aid to a sombre subject. Hepworth's contribution on 'Dangerousness and the Mental Health Review Tribunal' is undoubtedly 'substantial'. The diagrammatic style of illustrating this complex subject certainly pays off. It is to be hoped that he might be able to produce a codicil to indicate any changes reflecting the legislation of the Mental Health Act (1983) because his chapter was understandably based upon that of 1959.
Finally, there seems to be a vacuum because there is no contribution from the staff of the special hospitals, where relevant experience in the field of managing dangerous patients must surely lie.
In essence, this book is a 'must' for the forensic psychiatrist. And for the general professional reader, it commands interest. MURRAY Cox Consultant Psychotherapist Broadmoor Hospital, Berkshire
